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Sustainability Progress & Commitment

Corn Sustainability story 

A Commitment to the Future

As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of thousands of 
jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while 
seeing substantial improvement in production. The corn industry’s evolution in sustainability, the 
documented environmental, economic and social improvements over the last several decades, point 
back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. 

Corn farmers’ commitment to the pillars of sustainability have paved the way for 
improvements in a number of key indicators over a span of several decades. Between 1980 
and 2015¹, corn farmers have:
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The corn industry’s evolution in sustainability, the documented environmental, economic and social improvements 
over the last several decades, point back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. Most notably, it has meant 
embracing numerous advancements in technology over many decades. Ultimately, technology granted farmers 
the ability to grow more with less. As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while seeing 
substantial improvements in production. 

S o i l  C o n s e r vat i o n  
Healthy soils are the foundation of all agriculture 
production and are why corn farmers are committed 
to leaving their land in a better place than they 
found it. Adoptions in conservation tillage and other 
soil conservation strategies have contributed to a 
reduction in soil erosion. 

W at e r  S t e w a r d s h i p 
Farmers recognize the invaluable role water plays in 
raising a crop each year. They also recognize that they 
must actively protect this resource for the benefit of 
their crops, their communities and the planet. 

E c o s y s t e m  R e s i l i e n c e   
With approximately 90 million acres planted annually, 
corn is grown in a variety of unique ecosystems. 
Supporting the health of those ecosystems requires 
active attention from farmers, who respond by using 
integrated pest management techniques, establishing 
wildlife habitat on their lands and more. 

E n e r g y  E f f i c i e n c y    
Technology that makes farmers more productive has 
also helped to reduce the amount of energy, and 
subsequent emissions, needed for corn production. 
Corn farmers also provide a carbon reduction strategy 
through the production of ethanol and the support of 
the Renewable Fuel Standard.  

M i n i m a l  W a s t e   
With corn’s flexibility and number of uses, little from 
each kernel goes to waste. From animal feed to 
ethanol production to bioplastics, the components of 
each kernel of corn find a home in a variety of ways 
and uses, leaving little behind.  

A  C o m m i t m e n t 

While proud of their past success, corn farmers are not ready to stop there. They stand ready to meet 
the needs of the future and to continue to embrace the change that has brought them this far. Looking 
to 2030, corn farmers are committed to: 

Corn farmers’ commitment to these pillars of sustainability have paved the way for improvements in a 
number of key indicators over a span of several decades. Between 1980 and 2015¹, corn farmers have: 

to the Future 

41 58

41 31

46% %

% %

%

 decreased the 
amount of land 
required to produce 
a bushel of corn by

Reduced 
soil loss 
per acre 
by 

Improved energy use 
efficiency per bushel by

Reduced Greenhouse 
Gass (GHG) Emissions 
per Bushel by

improved irrigation 
efficiencies, leading to 
per bushel declines in 
irrigation water use of 

even while the quantity 
of corn produced has 
increased

12 13

13 13

15% %

% %

%

Increase Land 
Use Efficiency By 

Reduce  soil 
erosion by

Increase  energy use 
efficiency by 

Reduce  GHG 
emissions by 

Increase  irrigation water 
use efficiency by

¹ Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, 2016. Environmental and Socioeconomic Indicators for 
Measuring Outcomes of On Farm Agricultural Production in the United States (Third Edition)
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Adding Resilience Within an Ecosystem
From Integrated Pest Management (IPM) to restoring natural habitats, there are a number of ways 
corn farmers actively preserve their resources. In terms of big-picture resource use, corn farmers have 
improved their efficiencies considerably during the last several decades.  These major shifts in efficiencies 
were made possible through technological advancements and adoption of a number of practices already 
covered throughout this report. Reduced tillage, seed advancements, variable rate applications, water 
management strategies and microbials are just a few of the many practices that have made an impact in 
resource management. The concept of growing more with less is poised to continue with the continued 
advancements in technology from inside and outside the agriculture sector. 

5Field to Market Indicators Report, 2016

B i o d i v e r s i t y  D r i v e s  H a b i t a t  D e v e l o p m e n t

Corn is part of a bigger ecosystem. And, establishing high quality pollinator habitat has become 
one of the focuses of the corn industry at-large as a way to contribute to that ecosystem’s 
future. As landowners, farmers are uniquely positioned to be part of a growing effort to 
ensure bee and monarch butterfly populations thrive. Planting native plants on non-farmed 
or low-performance acres helps to increase biodiversity and aid pollinators. Farmers plant 
pollinator-friendly plants along buffers near water bodies; fallow fields; conservation acres, 
field and road barriers, ditches and wetlands.  The benefits of these habitats are multifaceted 
with honeybee and monarch populations benefitting from the additional source of food and 
nutrients and farmers benefitting with the soil and water benefits demonstrated through 
habitat development. 

Since 1980 5

Source: Field to Market Indicators Report, 2016



Management within a Farm’s Ecosystem 
Embracing numerous advancements in technology over many 
decades, farmers continue to grow more with less. 
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The corn industry’s evolution in sustainability, the documented environmental, economic and social improvements 
over the last several decades, point back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. Most notably, it has meant 
embracing numerous advancements in technology over many decades. Ultimately, technology granted farmers 
the ability to grow more with less. As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while seeing 
substantial improvements in production. 
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E c o s y s t e m  R e s i l i e n c e   
With approximately 90 million acres planted annually, 
corn is grown in a variety of unique ecosystems. 
Supporting the health of those ecosystems requires 
active attention from farmers, who respond by using 
integrated pest management techniques, establishing 
wildlife habitat on their lands and more. 

E n e r g y  E f f i c i e n c y    
Technology that makes farmers more productive has 
also helped to reduce the amount of energy, and 
subsequent emissions, needed for corn production. 
Corn farmers also provide a carbon reduction strategy 
through the production of ethanol and the support of 
the Renewable Fuel Standard.  

M i n i m a l  W a s t e   
With corn’s flexibility and number of uses, little from 
each kernel goes to waste. From animal feed to 
ethanol production to bioplastics, the components of 
each kernel of corn find a home in a variety of ways 
and uses, leaving little behind.  

A  C o m m i t m e n t 

While proud of their past success, corn farmers are not ready to stop there. They stand ready to meet 
the needs of the future and to continue to embrace the change that has brought them this far. Looking 
to 2030, corn farmers are committed to: 

Corn farmers’ commitment to these pillars of sustainability have paved the way for improvements in a 
number of key indicators over a span of several decades. Between 1980 and 2015¹, corn farmers have: 
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¹ Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, 2016. Environmental and Socioeconomic Indicators for 
Measuring Outcomes of On Farm Agricultural Production in the United States (Third Edition)
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The corn industry’s evolution in sustainability, the documented environmental, economic and social improvements 
over the last several decades, point back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. Most notably, it has meant 
embracing numerous advancements in technology over many decades. Ultimately, technology granted farmers 
the ability to grow more with less. As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while seeing 
substantial improvements in production. 

S o i l  C o n s e r vat i o n  
Healthy soils are the foundation of all agriculture 
production and are why corn farmers are committed 
to leaving their land in a better place than they 
found it. Adoptions in conservation tillage and other 
soil conservation strategies have contributed to a 
reduction in soil erosion. 

W at e r  S t e w a r d s h i p 
Farmers recognize the invaluable role water plays in 
raising a crop each year. They also recognize that they 
must actively protect this resource for the benefit of 
their crops, their communities and the planet. 

E c o s y s t e m  R e s i l i e n c e   
With approximately 90 million acres planted annually, 
corn is grown in a variety of unique ecosystems. 
Supporting the health of those ecosystems requires 
active attention from farmers, who respond by using 
integrated pest management techniques, establishing 
wildlife habitat on their lands and more. 

E n e r g y  E f f i c i e n c y    
Technology that makes farmers more productive has 
also helped to reduce the amount of energy, and 
subsequent emissions, needed for corn production. 
Corn farmers also provide a carbon reduction strategy 
through the production of ethanol and the support of 
the Renewable Fuel Standard.  

M i n i m a l  W a s t e   
With corn’s flexibility and number of uses, little from 
each kernel goes to waste. From animal feed to 
ethanol production to bioplastics, the components of 
each kernel of corn find a home in a variety of ways 
and uses, leaving little behind.  

A  C o m m i t m e n t 

While proud of their past success, corn farmers are not ready to stop there. They stand ready to meet 
the needs of the future and to continue to embrace the change that has brought them this far. Looking 
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over the last several decades, point back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. Most notably, it has meant 
embracing numerous advancements in technology over many decades. Ultimately, technology granted farmers 
the ability to grow more with less. As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while seeing 
substantial improvements in production. 
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The corn industry’s evolution in sustainability, the documented environmental, economic and social improvements 
over the last several decades, point back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. Most notably, it has meant 
embracing numerous advancements in technology over many decades. Ultimately, technology granted farmers 
the ability to grow more with less. As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while seeing 
substantial improvements in production. 
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¹ Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, 2016. Environmental and Socioeconomic Indicators for 
Measuring Outcomes of On Farm Agricultural Production in the United States (Third Edition)
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The corn industry’s evolution in sustainability, the documented environmental, economic and social improvements 
over the last several decades, point back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. Most notably, it has meant 
embracing numerous advancements in technology over many decades. Ultimately, technology granted farmers 
the ability to grow more with less. As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while seeing 
substantial improvements in production. 
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The corn industry’s evolution in sustainability, the documented environmental, economic and social improvements 
over the last several decades, point back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. Most notably, it has meant 
embracing numerous advancements in technology over many decades. Ultimately, technology granted farmers 
the ability to grow more with less. As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while seeing 
substantial improvements in production. 
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Healthy soils are the foundation of all agriculture 
production and are why corn farmers are committed 
to leaving their land in a better place than they 
found it. Adoptions in conservation tillage and other 
soil conservation strategies have contributed to a 
reduction in soil erosion. 

W at e r  S t e w a r d s h i p 
Farmers recognize the invaluable role water plays in 
raising a crop each year. They also recognize that they 
must actively protect this resource for the benefit of 
their crops, their communities and the planet. 

E c o s y s t e m  R e s i l i e n c e   
With approximately 90 million acres planted annually, 
corn is grown in a variety of unique ecosystems. 
Supporting the health of those ecosystems requires 
active attention from farmers, who respond by using 
integrated pest management techniques, establishing 
wildlife habitat on their lands and more. 

E n e r g y  E f f i c i e n c y    
Technology that makes farmers more productive has 
also helped to reduce the amount of energy, and 
subsequent emissions, needed for corn production. 
Corn farmers also provide a carbon reduction strategy 
through the production of ethanol and the support of 
the Renewable Fuel Standard.  

M i n i m a l  W a s t e   
With corn’s flexibility and number of uses, little from 
each kernel goes to waste. From animal feed to 
ethanol production to bioplastics, the components of 
each kernel of corn find a home in a variety of ways 
and uses, leaving little behind.  

A  C o m m i t m e n t 

While proud of their past success, corn farmers are not ready to stop there. They stand ready to meet 
the needs of the future and to continue to embrace the change that has brought them this far. Looking 
to 2030, corn farmers are committed to: 

Corn farmers’ commitment to these pillars of sustainability have paved the way for improvements in a 
number of key indicators over a span of several decades. Between 1980 and 2015¹, corn farmers have: 

to the Future 

41 58

41 31

46% %

% %

%

 decreased the 
amount of land 
required to produce 
a bushel of corn by

Reduced 
soil loss 
per acre 
by 

Improved energy use 
efficiency per bushel by

Reduced Greenhouse 
Gass (GHG) Emissions 
per Bushel by

improved irrigation 
efficiencies, leading to 
per bushel declines in 
irrigation water use of 

even while the quantity 
of corn produced has 
increased

12 13

13 13

15% %

% %

%

Increase Land 
Use Efficiency By 

Reduce  soil 
erosion by

Increase  energy use 
efficiency by 

Reduce  GHG 
emissions by 

Increase  irrigation water 
use efficiency by

¹ Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, 2016. Environmental and Socioeconomic Indicators for 
Measuring Outcomes of On Farm Agricultural Production in the United States (Third Edition)
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Adding Resilience Within an Ecosystem
From Integrated Pest Management (IPM) to restoring natural habitats, there are a number of ways 
corn farmers actively preserve their resources. In terms of big-picture resource use, corn farmers have 
improved their efficiencies considerably during the last several decades.  These major shifts in efficiencies 
were made possible through technological advancements and adoption of a number of practices already 
covered throughout this report. Reduced tillage, seed advancements, variable rate applications, water 
management strategies and microbials are just a few of the many practices that have made an impact in 
resource management. The concept of growing more with less is poised to continue with the continued 
advancements in technology from inside and outside the agriculture sector. 

5Field to Market Indicators Report, 2016

B i o d i v e r s i t y  D r i v e s  H a b i t a t  D e v e l o p m e n t

Corn is part of a bigger ecosystem. And, establishing high quality pollinator habitat has become 
one of the focuses of the corn industry at-large as a way to contribute to that ecosystem’s 
future. As landowners, farmers are uniquely positioned to be part of a growing effort to 
ensure bee and monarch butterfly populations thrive. Planting native plants on non-farmed 
or low-performance acres helps to increase biodiversity and aid pollinators. Farmers plant 
pollinator-friendly plants along buffers near water bodies; fallow fields; conservation acres, 
field and road barriers, ditches and wetlands.  The benefits of these habitats are multifaceted 
with honeybee and monarch populations benefitting from the additional source of food and 
nutrients and farmers benefitting with the soil and water benefits demonstrated through 
habitat development. 

Since 1980 5
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What’s Next? 
While proud of their past success, corn farmers are not ready to stop there. They stand ready to meet the 
needs of the future and to continue to embrace the change that has brought them this far. Looking
to 2030, corn farmers are committed to:
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A Commitment to Evolution
C o r n ’ s  S u s ta i n a b i l i t y  S t o r y

ENVIRONMENTAL
P r o d u c i n g  M o r e
w i t h  L e s s

S O C I A L
P r o v i d i n g  a  S a f e , 
S e c u r e  S u p p ly 
o f  F o o d ,  F e e d 
a n d  F u e l

E C O N O M I C
L a r g e s t  A g  S e c t o r , 
C r e at i n g  J o b s  a n d 
C o n t r i b u t i n g  t o 
t h e  G D P

The corn industry’s evolution in sustainability, the documented environmental, economic and social improvements 
over the last several decades, point back to a farmer’s willingness to embrace change. Most notably, it has meant 
embracing numerous advancements in technology over many decades. Ultimately, technology granted farmers 
the ability to grow more with less. As the largest sector in American agriculture, corn farmers impact hundreds of 
thousands of jobs, infuse billions of dollars into the economy and care for our most critical resources, all while seeing 
substantial improvements in production. 

S o i l  C o n s e r vat i o n  
Healthy soils are the foundation of all agriculture 
production and are why corn farmers are committed 
to leaving their land in a better place than they 
found it. Adoptions in conservation tillage and other 
soil conservation strategies have contributed to a 
reduction in soil erosion. 

W at e r  S t e w a r d s h i p 
Farmers recognize the invaluable role water plays in 
raising a crop each year. They also recognize that they 
must actively protect this resource for the benefit of 
their crops, their communities and the planet. 

E c o s y s t e m  R e s i l i e n c e   
With approximately 90 million acres planted annually, 
corn is grown in a variety of unique ecosystems. 
Supporting the health of those ecosystems requires 
active attention from farmers, who respond by using 
integrated pest management techniques, establishing 
wildlife habitat on their lands and more. 

E n e r g y  E f f i c i e n c y    
Technology that makes farmers more productive has 
also helped to reduce the amount of energy, and 
subsequent emissions, needed for corn production. 
Corn farmers also provide a carbon reduction strategy 
through the production of ethanol and the support of 
the Renewable Fuel Standard.  

M i n i m a l  W a s t e   
With corn’s flexibility and number of uses, little from 
each kernel goes to waste. From animal feed to 
ethanol production to bioplastics, the components of 
each kernel of corn find a home in a variety of ways 
and uses, leaving little behind.  

A  C o m m i t m e n t 

While proud of their past success, corn farmers are not ready to stop there. They stand ready to meet 
the needs of the future and to continue to embrace the change that has brought them this far. Looking 
to 2030, corn farmers are committed to: 

Corn farmers’ commitment to these pillars of sustainability have paved the way for improvements in a 
number of key indicators over a span of several decades. Between 1980 and 2015¹, corn farmers have: 

to the Future 

41 58

41 31

46% %

% %

%

 decreased the 
amount of land 
required to produce 
a bushel of corn by

Reduced 
soil loss 
per acre 
by 

Improved energy use 
efficiency per bushel by

Reduced Greenhouse 
Gass (GHG) Emissions 
per Bushel by

improved irrigation 
efficiencies, leading to 
per bushel declines in 
irrigation water use of 

even while the quantity 
of corn produced has 
increased

12 13

13 13

15% %

% %

%

Increase Land 
Use Efficiency By 

Reduce  soil 
erosion by

Increase  energy use 
efficiency by 

Reduce  GHG 
emissions by 

Increase  irrigation water 
use efficiency by

¹ Field to Market: The Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture, 2016. Environmental and Socioeconomic Indicators for 
Measuring Outcomes of On Farm Agricultural Production in the United States (Third Edition)
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