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Adding Resilience Within an Ecosystem
From Integrated Pest Management (IPM) to restoring natural habitats, there are a number of ways 
corn farmers actively preserve their resources. In terms of big-picture resource use, corn farmers have 
improved their efficiencies considerably during the last several decades.  These major shifts in efficiencies 
were made possible through technological advancements and adoption of a number of practices already 
covered throughout this report. Reduced tillage, seed advancements, variable rate applications, water 
management strategies and microbials are just a few of the many practices that have made an impact in 
resource management. The concept of growing more with less is poised to continue with the continued 
advancements in technology from inside and outside the agriculture sector. 
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B i o d i v e r s i t y  D r i v e s  H a b i t a t  D e v e l o p m e n t

Corn is part of a bigger ecosystem. And, establishing high quality pollinator habitat has become 
one of the focuses of the corn industry at-large as a way to contribute to that ecosystem’s 
future. As landowners, farmers are uniquely positioned to be part of a growing effort to 
ensure bee and monarch butterfly populations thrive. Planting native plants on non-farmed 
or low-performance acres helps to increase biodiversity and aid pollinators. Farmers plant 
pollinator-friendly plants along buffers near water bodies; fallow fields; conservation acres, 
field and road barriers, ditches and wetlands.  The benefits of these habitats are multifaceted 
with honeybee and monarch populations benefitting from the additional source of food and 
nutrients and farmers benefitting with the soil and water benefits demonstrated through 
habitat development. 
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Further Down the Supply Chain

Animal Agriculture Focus 

The Corn Industry’s 
Commitment to Sustainability 

Why Corn in Feed? 

Corn producti on has made great strides in sustainability while increasing producti vity over the last 
several decades. While the focus at the front of the supply chain is on conti nuous improvement for 
farmers, the same can be seen for those downstream in animal agriculture, where innovati on from the 
corn industry conti nues to be introduced. 

Corn and corn-based products (Disti llers Grain, Corn Gluten Feed, etc.) play a very important 
role as animal feed for the beef, dairy, pork, poultry, aquaculture and pet food sectors. 

Source: Field to Market Indicators Report, 2016

Meeti ng Nutriti onal Needs
Did you know that corn and the 
co-products of ethanol, disti llers grain, 
are a nutriti ous source of feed?

Adding to Sustainability
The bioethanol products: ethanol, 
disti llers grains, disti llers corn oil 
and biogenic CO2.

Low fi ber content makes it the easiest 
grain for chickens to ingest. 

Increases feed effi  ciency in beef catt le, 
leading to reduced days needed to 
fi nish, plus increased marbling. 

Aquaculture gains a more economical 
source of feed, plus with advanced 
milling technologies – more 
customizable feed per species.

The versati lity of corn uti lizes all parts 
of the kernel, with minimal waste. 

Provides aff ordable, extended 
shelf-life for feed products.

Economic opti on for livestock, pets 
and aquaculture feeds with conti nued 
opportuniti es for effi  ciencies in 
producti on.  

Between 1980 and 2015, corn farmers have:
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Advanced fracti onati on technologies within the bioethanol industry will aid the animal ag sector to 
further customize feed rati ons based on species. Supporti ng the delivery of an opti mized feed profi le 
to the right animal at the right ti me:

Corn’s versati lity added to its availability and aff ordability making it a smart choice for food AND feed AND 
fuel AND biobased products. Corn processing conti nues to fi nd effi  ciencies and reduce waste. 
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W H A T  Y O U  G E T  F R O M  A  B U S H E L  O F  C O R N

P O U L T R Y A Q U A C U L T U R E

Customized rati ons, i.e. higher 
protein, during varying stages 
of a development to meet 
nutriti onal needs.

Low oil DDGs help poultry 
producers gain more energy, 
while supplementi ng less 
fat, supporti ng improved egg 
yolks and skin yellowness.

Provides aquaculture with 
an economical source of 
sustainable feed, capable 
of being customized by 
species thanks to advanced 
processing technologies.
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